GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

sort of a coherent plan for the actions to be taken after German
surrender. On the credit side of our ledger stands the fact that
we were consistently determined not to repeat the mistake of
World War I reparations, or the mistake of trying to collect war
debts from our Allies. On the debit side stands the incredible
nonsense of the Morgenthau Plan, which, though not adopted
in the final analysis, nevertheless poisoned the directive (JCS
1067) under which General Eisenhower had to operate, as well
as the Potsdam Plan for the four-power government of Ger-
many

During the period, in 1944, when the battle over post-sur-
render plans was raging in Washington, I was one of those in-
vited to suggest ideas. The plan which I presented rested upon
these assumptions:

1.  That only a reasonably prosperous German nation would
be a peaceful German nation. (This was in opposition to the
Morgenthau school of deindustrialization.)

2.  That a reasonably prosperous German nation would be
essential to a reasonably prosperous and, therefore, peaceful
Europe.

3.  That a divided Germany could not be reasonably pros-
perous. (This was in opposition to the partitioning of Germany
advocated by Mr. Sumner Welles and others.)

4.  That it is basically not the possession of an industrial war
potential but the will to use It for war that makes any nation a
threat to peace; and that the all-important security question,
as to Germany, would be how to destroy the German will to
aggression.

5.  That the moral regeneration and re-education of the Ger-
man people would be primarily a problem which the Germans
must solve for themselves; that they must be kept under sur-
veillance until they had demonstrably solved it; but that the
sooner the victorious Allies cleared out of Germany and pkced
this responsibility squarely upon the Germans, the sooner
would there be any hope of regeneration.

6.  That, once Germany had been thoroughly disarmed, her
direct war plants destroyed, and all military or paramilitary
organizations broken up, the proper task of the victorious Allies